In the Name of Allah Most Merciful Most Kind

The Believers/The Chosen People of Allah (Swt)

Dua

Praise be to Allah, The Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds: Most Gracious Most Merciful; Master of the Day of Judgment. All Praise be to Allah, the Most High, Peace and Blessings be upon the Prophets of Allah, especially upon our Holy Prophet Muhammad(Sallahu Alaihi wa Allaihi wa salaam). Glory be to You, Praise be to You, There is No God but You, You are the Greatest. Glory be to You, Praise be to You, There is No God but You, You are the Greatest. Allah! There is No God but He- The Living the Self-subsisting, Supporter of all, no slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is you can intercede in His presence except as He Permits? He knows what appears to His Creatures as before or After or Behind them. Nor shall they compass any of His Knowledge except as He Wills His Throne does extend over the heavens and earth and He feels no Fatigue in guarding and preserving them. For He is Most High The Supreme in Glory.

O Most Merciful Most Gracious Allah Glory be to You, as your humble servant who is nothing in front of you, I ask for your forgiveness for any shortcomings that may arise as a result of the words scribed to seek your Pleasure and Glory be to You for any success arising from this work. As your servant, for the Muslim Ummah as we are one nation, I seek your forgiveness from Your Displeasure, I seek your help to protect us, to guide us, to purify us, to cleanse us and to lead us to Jannah the Final Destination of every God Fearing person.

This work was conceived in light of the continuation of the previous focus of writings which reflected upon the enemy of Allah(Swt) Satan. This work centers upon the opposite or more aptly put the Chosen people of Allah(Swt) the Believers. The work commences with certain questions posed to the intellect and then in light of the Quran, Hadith and other sources of scholars dictates to provide answers and imbue a deeper understanding of our purpose and role as Believers.

May Allah Forgive me for any mistakes I have made in this endeavor to seek Allah’s Pleasure.

Introduction 

The Muslim Ummah has witnessed a phenomenal growth in the 21st century throughout the world ranging from influx of immigrants, to conversion, to natural growth. Muslim leaders/Imams, community activists, business groups, human rights group have mushroomed in the Muslim Ummah and the intellectual achievement are gaining ground also in the Ummah. The contributions of the leaders, imams, activists and others who strive to seek the pleasure of Allah (Swt) have seen significant results with the outpouring of Blessings of Allah (Swt). If one chooses to embark upon the institutions in US, UK under the rubric of Islam, one can only exclaim the praises of Allah(Swt). As well as the milestones achieved in Muslim majority nations such as Bangladesh where Islamic banking has gained prominence. However, this prominence has been achieved as a result of Blessings of Allah (Swt) and nothing else. If the Ummah is being recognized globally, it is purely due to the Blessings of Allah(Swt). 

One key aspect that I felt deserved the attention of the Ummah was the concept of respect.  Respect in the Ummah is achieved as a Blessing from Allah(Swt) for performing good deeds and working towards the establishment of the Deen of Allah(Swt) in this world. The more good deeds are performed seeking the pleasure of Allah(Swt), more respect is earned in the Muslim community. But in the course of earning good deeds to seek the pleasure of Allah(Swt), fame/prominence is also achieved.  Now, the following questions are then posed to the intellect:

a. Is respect earned by methodology of good deeds in this world to achieve the Pleasure of Allah(Swt)?

b. If the answer to a. is affirmative, is there a breaking point, can this respect which comes with the illusion of fame lead one away from the Deen?

c. Can we as members of the Muslim Ummah discern between achievement of good deeds for the pleasure of Allah(Swt) and for fame?

d. How about the enactment Taqwa, awareness of Allah(Swt) all the time, wouldn’t it be wise to seek achievement of fame after death?

e. Shouldn’t we strive to achieve fame after death rather than before it, depend on Allah’s forgiveness? Reward of the taking of the soul, Rewards of the grave, rewards of the Day of Judgment, reward of the unveiling of Allah(Swt) for the people of Jannah? Is this VIP status more enjoyable than the status or respect we seek in the world today?

In answering these questions of the intellect, it will be prudent to begin this work with beautiful words of the Holy Quran in Surah Muminoon
“Successful indeed are the Believers- Those who humble themselves in their prayers; who avoid vain talk; Who are active in giving Zakat; Who guard their modesty”[Surah 23:1-5]

“Those who faithfully observe their trusts and their covenants, And who (strictly) guard their prayers; These will be the heirs Who Will Inherit Paradise. They will dwell therein forever”[Surah 23:8-11]


To grasp the role of the Believers and their identity, the concept of Taqwa must be clarified and understood. Therefore the 1st chapter establishes the knowledge of Taqwa. Once that knowledge has been established, the following chapters will focus on the identity of the believers, their role, the historical roles of the believers, their love of the Hereafter, and the love of Jannah. Once those roles have been provided with a strong foundation, the path to Paradise, and finally the Unveiling of Allah and its relationship to the Believer will be foretold.


Brothers and Sisters in Islam, this work is a compilation of the words of Allah (Swt) and our Beloved Prophet Muhammad(Saw). It is a reminder of our role as Believers and our striving towards adopting the former and working towards the achieving of Paradise and through Allah’s Mercy being participants in the Unveiling of Allah(Swt). Therefore, let us pray and make supplication that Allah(Swt) accepts our good deeds, forgive our shortcomings, admit us to Paradise and make us of the participants of the Unveiling.

Chapter 1

Taqwa 


According to Wikipedia Taqwa is the Islamic concept of “God Consciousness”. It is the ability for one to realize and be aware of Allah all the time. Its achievement occurs through obedience to Allah(Swt) and avoiding disobedience and striving away from dubious matters. The origin of taqwa “carefulness, God-fearing-ness” is from the Arabic root WQY from the 8th form verb, ittaqa “be wary, Godfearing”.[Wikipedia]. Humankind and Jinns are the only creations of Allah (Swt) where Taqwa remains a renewed effort to acknowledge as both are susceptible to errors. This susceptibility justifies the basis for the sending of Messengers of Allah(Swt) who were tasked with objective of teaching, explaining, and expounding the Message of Allah(Swt) for humankind to adopt i.e. to be aware of Allah(Swt), to acknowledge His Existence, to obey His Orders and to strive towards success in the Hereafter. This Message of purpose of humankind is quoted in the following verse of the Holy Quran:

"And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should Serve/Worship Me." [ az-Zaariyaat - 51:56]

Once this acknowledgment is accepted and the submission of Allah(Swt) is the choice one makes in their life and abides by the instructions of Allah(Swt) that person is deemed to be on the Straight Path or “Siratun Mustaqeem”. This achievement is acquired through the  teachings of the Prophets of Allah(Swt) and especially our Beloved Prophet(Saw). This acquired teachings pave the way for humankind to discern between the Truth ordained by Allah(Swt) and Falsehood the work of Satan. It establishes and imbues the understanding of the Divine Truth, creates a sense of awe of the Creator, and provides a foundation for leading a life ordained and destined to seek the Pleasure of the AlMighty. Therefore, the following verses of the Quran supplements such humankind who abide by the teachings of Allah(Swt):

"They fear their Lord Who is above them, and they do whatever they are commanded to do."  [An-Nahl 16:50]
Now, the question arises, the humankind susceptibility to error, when the Path of Allah(Swt) has been ordained, what dictates the former . Abdullah Ibn Adam, cites in his essay Taqwah Entrance to Straight Path “Why can't humans and jinns understand their role and duties like the Angels and other creatures do? The reason is related to the nature of the Nafs of the Humans and Jinns. Nafs was the foregoing reason that allowed Satan to disobey his Lord and for human beings to act against the orders of Allah(Swt). The difference arises where human being choose to admit their mistakes and repent as testified in the Quran. When Adam ('alaihi salam) acted against the command of Allah by eating from that tree, he spoke the truth and blamed his own self for his disobedience and then repented by saying "Our Lord! We have wronged our souls..." [7:23].” Since the concept of Nafs is a very important topic to address in the study of Taqwah, further light is shed in the following section on Nafs in the next Chapter.

